Railroads in rockdale
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Rockdale events

The first major railroad town in Milam County, Rockdale quickly developed as a
shipping and supply point for area farmers, who produced cotton, wool,
vegetables, fruits, grain, hides and livestock.




How rockdale had the railroad

The founding of Rockdale began when the International and Great Northern
Railroad was building their rail line west from Palestine to Austin. Early settlers
came in 1873 when news spread about a possible new town along the line.




Peopie from rockdale



Founder of rockdale

The founding of Rockdale began when the International and Great Northern Railroad was building their
rail line west from Palestine to Austin. Early settlers came in 1873 when news spread about a possible
new town along the line. The area sprang up as “Tent City.” By 1874 the Galveston News reported the
town to be a bustling frontier settlement. On May 18, 1874 an election was held in which a majority of
voters favored incorporation. In June or July the justice declared Rockdale as incorporated. On June 14,
1875 the city council under its first mayor, Alfred Bruck passed an ordinance to change the name from

“town of Rockdale” to "City of Rockdale".




The people that sold the land for rockdale

In 1873, George Green, B. F. Ackerman and Frank Smith sold 400 acres of land to the
International-Great Northern Railroad, which was laying track from Hearne to Austin. A sale of town

lots was held on September 3, 1873, and the track was completed to Rockdale in early February
1874.




The first major railroad town in Milam
County, Rockdale quickly developed as a
shipping and supply point for area farmers,
who produced cotton, wool, vegetables,
fruits, grain, hides and livestock.
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The founding of Rockdale began when the
International and Great Northern Railroad was
building their rail line west from Palestine to
Austin. Early settlers came in 1873 when
news spread about a possible new town along
the line. The area sprang up as ‘Tent City.” By
1874 the Galveston News reported the town to
be a bustling frontier settlement. On May 18,
1874 an election was held in which a majority
of voters favored incorporation. In June or July
the justice declared Rockdale as incorporated.
On June 14, 1875 the city council under its
first mayor, Alfred Bruck passed an ordinance
to change the name from “town of Rockdale”
to "City of Rockdale".
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In 1873, George Green, B. F.
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International-Great Northern
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on September 3, 1873, and
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